Chapter X
Conclusion

Civilization is one; it is not divisible into several civili-
sations or cultures like Eastern and Western, Primitive or
advanced, each with a culture-area, a culture-group and an
enduring culture-pattern of culture-traits.   The one civili-
zation consists of innumerable culture-traits, ever increasing
in number and widening the culture-base.   Every one of
them was invented by someone, somewhere, sometime and
diffused from the inventor to the imitators, few or many at
any particular time.   Most survive; a few die out.   Every
culture-trait divides humanity into two groups, those who
have it and those who do not have it at the time.   A trait
may be new or old to anybody, but not foreign or indigen*
ous.   Culture-traits, other than property, cannot be owned
by anybody; they are common heritage -of humanity.   The
diffasibility of a culture-trait depends, in the first instance, on
the absence of barriers, natural or human; secondly, on the
culture-potential  of the individal;  and  thirdly, on  the
culture-potential of the trait itself, its objective validity.
Traits belonging to the Physical Sciences, pure and applied,
have a maximum of objective validity and, in consequence,
have maximum diffusion-?potential; traits belonging to the
Fine Arts have a minimum of objective validity and have a
minimum of diffusion-potential;   traits belonging to  the
Social Sciences are midway between the other two.   Ob-
jective Facts are valid for all individuals at all times; subjec-
tive tastes are valid only to particular moments;  opinions
stand midway between.   Moral values are common to all
humanity in all places and at all times. The variation is in